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Constitution 
of the 

Friedrich Gerstäcker Arkansas Chapter of the  
American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) 

Revised: Fall 1984, Spring 2002, Fall 2011 
 

I. Name:  
The name of the chapter shall be the Friedrich Gerstäcker Arkansas Chapter of the American 
Association of Teachers of German.  
 
II. Purpose:  
The purpose of the chapter conforms to that of the National Organization.  It proposes to 
promote and improve the teaching of German and to encourage a spirit of cooperation and 
fellowship among its members.  
 
III. Membership:  
1. Categories of membership are regular, student, emeritus, and honorary. Any German teacher 
or anyone interested in the teaching of German may become a regular member of the Chapter 
and the National Organization upon payment of the annual dues as specified by the By-Laws of 
the National Organization.  The categories of membership and dues policies conform to National 
Organization’s categories. No one can be a member of the chapter alone. All chapter members 
belong first to the national association. Membership will be retained by the continued payment of 
the annual dues.  
2. The annual dues, which cover subscriptions to the official publications of the National 
Organization, are payable annually in September for the following calendar year. Only members 
in good standing are eligible to vote, hold office, and exercise the privileges of membership. 
Membership is on a calendar year basis (January to December).  
 
IV. Organization:  
1. The officers of the Chapter shall be the president, the vice president (president elect), the 
secretary, the treasurer, and the web master.  
2. The president shall serve as the chief executive officer. He/she shall call meetings in 
accordance with requirements of the constitution and shall preside at meetings.  
3. The vice president shall preside in the absence of the president, and shall succeed the president 
in even- numbered years.  
4. The secretary shall keep permanent records of the membership, shall take minutes, 
5. The treasurer shall serve as financial officer.  
6. The web master shall build and maintain the AATG Arkansas web page 
www.arkansas.aatg.org  
7. The elected officers and the immediate past president shall serve as the Executive Council and 
shall be empowered to act on behalf of the chapter in the interim between regular meetings. In 
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addition, the immediate past president will serve as membership/publicity chair if possible. If not 
possible, sitting president will appoint a membership/publicity chair from the membership at 
large to serve on the Executive Council. 
8. Officers shall serve two-year staggered terms with the vice president elected in even years and 
the secretary-treasurer in odd years.  
9. No president may be reelected for more than three consecutive two- year terms (total of six 
consecutive years).  
10. Terms of office must be alternated between post-secondary and pre- collegiate colleagues, 
whenever possible.  
 
V. Nominations, Elections, and Appointments:  
1. The immediate past president shall serve as chair of a nominating committee appointed by the 
president. The nominating committee shall prepare a slate of two candidates for each position to 
be filled. No member of the nominating committee shall be considered a candidate for office.  
2. The slate shall be made known to all chapter members at least three weeks prior to the time of 
election.  
3. Elections shall be held at the annual spring meeting. At this occasion, additional nominations 
may be made from the floor.  
4. Elections shall be made by secret ballot.  
5. Officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the members in good standing present at the 
meeting.  
6. There is no provision for proxy voting.  
7. When an office falls vacant before the expiration of a term, the Executive Council shall 
appoint a replacement. This person shall serve until the next regularly scheduled election which 
shall be held according to the provisions provided above.  
8. Testing and Award Chair: The president shall appoint annually one member from a college or 
university to act as Testing and Awards Chair for the administration of the National Contest.  
9. Chairs other than those in the constitution will be appointed on a volunteer basis 
 
VI. Meetings:  
The Chapter shall meet at least twice a year. The time and place of meetings shall be determined 
by the president after consultation with the Executive Committee. The members present at any 
session shall constitute a quorum. 
 
VII. Procedure:  
This organization shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, unless otherwise stated in this 
document.  
 
VIII. Amendments 
1. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the membership present at a given 
meeting.  
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2. Such amendments may be proposed by the Executive Council or by written notice to the 
secretary of the Chapter at least two weeks in advance of the meeting at which action is to be 
taken.  
3. The secretary shall submit such proposed amendments to the membership for a vote.  
 
IX. By-Laws  
By-laws may be adopted or changed at any annual meeting of the chapter by majority of the 
members present, provided that notice of the proposed changes is sent to all the members at least 
thirty days prior to such meeting.  
 
X. Dissolution of the Chapter 
The Chapter may be dissolved only 1) at a special meeting called for that purpose, 2) through a 
vote by a majority of the remaining members of the Chapter or 3) through clear evidence that the 
Chapter no longer is active.  No member of the chapter shall be entitled to any distribution or 
diversion of its remaining property or proceeds.  The balance of the money, other property or 
assets received by the Chapter from any source shall be distributed for exempt purposes to 
qualifying charitable beneficiaries, preferably the national organization, the American 
Association of Teachers of German, which is registered as a 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 
 
XI.  Job Descriptions: 
AATG Arkansas officers’ job descriptions are attached to the constitution as a guideline. 


